
 

Malherbe 
Monthly 

Number 245 
December 2024 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Useful contact names and telephone numbers. 

County Councillor 
Shellina Prendergast  

Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk 
07970 461160 

Borough Councillors 

Martin Round 
martinround@maidstone.gov.uk 
Ziggy Trzebinski 
ziggytrzebinski@maidstone.gov.uk 

890276 
07852492770 

Church Wardens 
Kenneth Alexander 
Vanessa Goodwin 

859549 
858372 

Parish Council Clerk email boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com TBC 

Village Hall bookings  Jan Carter email janlcarter@btinternet.com 

 
850898 

Village Hall General 
Enquires 

Jon Thompson 
Email: jon@graftygreenalpacas.co.uk  
Mobile 07932 112730 

851351 

Gardening Club Doreen Hulm 850287 

Church Choir Doreen Hulm 850287 

Dance Fit Sharon Harris 890170 

Craft Group Jan Carter 850898 

Yoga Sue Burch  07803 962339 

Parish Council Website www.boughtonmalherbe.co.uk  

Priest in charge Dr John Huggins email:  vicar@lvb.org.uk 850280 

Pilates 
Cheryl Stubbs email: 
c.stubbs8@btinternet.com 

07852 602369 

Art Class 
Cathy Hill email: 
cathyonthehill@hotmail.com 

07927 045708 

Tai Chi Rhonda Bailey 07985 001782 

Benefice Office 
Sarah Hills email: churchoffice@lvb.org.uk 
Answer phone available out of hours 

850604 

St. Edmunds Centre Kate Stansfield Mobile 07500 895831  

Fresh Fish delivery Tuesday at approx. 3pm by Post Office 07976 435217 

Malherbe Monthly Production Team 

Carol Hulm 
Carol Hulm 
Nick Eastwood 
John Collins 

Advertising: carolhulm@gmail.com 
Editor: carolhulm@gmail.com  
Distribution: eastwood.n@gmail.com 
Treasurer 

07990 574214 
07990 574214 
850330 
850213 

 

The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily those of the 
Production Team; publication of articles/adverts 

does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit! 
Anything for the January edition should be left in 

Grafty Green Telephone Box, or contact Carol on 

07990 574214 (carolhulm@gmail.com) by 20th December 

about:blank
about:blank


 News from St. Nicolas Church – November 2024 

 
After 2 hours of candlelight with Storm Bert howling around, the electricity is now 
restored. We have been spared the problems of this storm compared with many parts of 
the country. One daughter is now staying tonight with her sister in Cheltenham after 
driving through flood water and damaging the car engine. Not sure if she will get here 
anytime soon! Again, nothing life-threatening as in many areas and we are grateful to have 
access to support and facilities to keep us safe and engines repaired. Large parts of the 
world are in crisis, through war and violence, their needs are so much greater. With 
Christmas coming we remember poverty and hostility are nothing new, for even Jesus was 
born in a stable, no support of family around, in a time of violence and danger with a nation 
invaded and subjected to harsh foreign rule. Will we ever learn from history.  
 

Reminders 
The church porch always remains open for everyone, whatever the weather. A shelter as 
winter approaches, a place to make a hot drink, chat with a friend and enjoy the landscape, 
perhaps a time to open the bible on the windowsill. There are prayer request sheets if you 
need. These will be collected from the porch and prayed for at Monday morning prayer 
time. 
 
Make use of the mini food bank if you need. Remember there is a larger food bank at the 
back of St. Mary’s church in Lenham, open daily from 10.00am - 4.00pm. 
The main church building is open for services, meetings, cleaning etc. Please contact the 
church wardens for a key if you wish to visit at other times. 
 

The church service times are on the notice boards by the porch, by the bench on the 
roadside and outside the village hall in Grafty Green as well as in the magazines. 
 
Celtic Morning Prayer is said each Monday morning 9.00am - 9.30am. 
This is an informal time with short bible readings and time for discussion and prayer, 
spoken or in silence. A time to remember the needs of our friends, neighbours, world 
issues and ourselves, a gentle, thoughtful way to start the week. 
 
The Village Coffee morning takes place every Tuesday. 
Please note that from Tuesday 3rd December the time will be from 12 noon-2.00pm so it 
might be better to call it, Village Coffee and Cake Time! 
 
This will be a time to continue making use of the Post Office, 12.45-2.15pm. 
We think this may suit everyone through the winter and, as usual, we will review at any 
time, so please join us and tell us any preferences. All proceeds from any donations are 
shared equally between St.Nicolas Church and a charity, chosen by the regulars.  
 

  



Christmas Craft Fair. We would like to thank all who organised the Craft Fair, quite a task 
over the two days. As usual, we really enjoyed being a part of this very friendly and 
welcoming occasion. A special mention for the amazing cakes and savouries on the 
Saturday and the ham sandwiches on the Sunday.  On our church stall, many thanks to 
Jacquie and especially to her lovely granddaughter Millie, a real treasure and expert raffle 
ticket seller for the Craft Club! We raised in excess of £123 for the church funds, so thank 
you to those who visited us. 
 
December special Christmas events at St.Nicolas church 
 
Carol Service will be on Sunday 15th December at 3.30pm 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies. We look forward to meeting everyone then! 
 
Crib Service will be at 3.30pm on Christmas Eve.  
A special occasion and opportunity for us all to welcome the baby Jesus as he is laid in the 
crib in the stable. 
 
Christmas Day service is at 10am on Christmas Day 
 
              Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and New Year 
        Sally Alexander 

 
Church Choirs 

 
In common with our sister Churches, our church is liable to lose its choir unless we can find 
a few more voices. 
 
We attend three services a month, all very 
different.  The first is Evensong on the 2nd Sunday at 
3.30 in the winder and 6.30 otherwise.  The next 
one is Eucharist, which is at 9.30 in the morning on 
the third Sunday of the month. The last one is on 
the fourth Sunday of the month and is a meeting of 
all four Churches and choirs for a service at one of 
our Churches. 
 
There is always tea, coffee and cake afterwards and a chance to have a chat.  We’re a 
friendly lot! 
 
If you, or someone you know would be interested, why not give me a call on 01622 850287.  
Maybe you could only manage one or two of the services.  The Christmas Carol service 
would be a lovely one to start! 
Doreen Hulm 

https://blog.chrisrowbury.com/2019/04/how-to-know-which-harmony-part-to-sing.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Boughton Malherbe Parish Council News 

  



Consultation on Maidstone’s policies on Gypsy & Traveller 
site development 

Maidstone have started a consultation exercise on the future of how its planning develops 
in relation to provision for Gypsies and travellers. Considerable concern has been 
generated by the preferred approach suggested being “to direct growth in gypsy, traveller 
and travelling show people accommodation to suitable existing authorised permanent 
sites,….” If you wish to respond individually, please see the MBC website or contact MBC 
directly. Parishioners are also invited to comment on the Boughton Malherbe council 
response which we hope to have drafted by 4th December and should be available from 
the Parish Council website. Queries may be directed to the clerk or councillors.  The 
meeting to decide will be on 9th December at 7pm. 
BMPC Planning meeting – 9th December 2024 
 



 



 
  



 
  



 



 
  



Village Hall – December Newsletter 
Dear All, 
Firstly thank you to you all for supporting the craft fair at the hall. Visitors and stallholders 
alike seemed to be having a good time and it was obviously thirsty and hungry work as 
serious quantities of tea, cake and bacon sandwiches were consumed over the weekend. 
Your generosity has raised just over £700 and all the money raised will go towards 
maintaining the hall and hosting events for your future enjoyment. 
 

We will be changing the start time of the Tuesday coffee morning to 12 noon with effect 
from the 3rd of this month so that it better aligns with the Tuesday Post Office Service and 
don’t forget we now have the Thursday Pop Up Post Office between 11.15am and 1.15pm 
as well so with Christmas coming you don’t need to travel to Headcorn or Lenham to post 
those cards and parcels. 
 

Coming up shortly we have the following events at the hall:  
 

Christmas Event on the Green Friday 6th December 4 pm for 4.30pm 
As mentioned previously the Parish Council are generously sponsoring a Christmas Event on 
the village green on Friday 6th December 4 for 4.30pm when we will be switching on the 
Christmas tree lights, the children from Platts Heath School and the church choir will be 
singing carols, (audience participation will be expected!), the children can visit Santa and 
his elves in his grotto, there will be a snow machine along with sausage rolls, mince pies, 
sherry, mulled wine and hot chocolate. What a lovely way to usher in the Festive Season. 
 

Christmas Quiz – Friday 13th December at 7 for 7.30 pm 
I am pleased to say that our quizmasters ably assisted by their naughty elves will be hosting 
our very popular annual Christmas Quiz which will be held on Friday 13th December 7.00 for 
7.30 start. Tickets are £15 per person don’t forget to dust off those Christmas jumpers as 
we will be having a best Christmas Jumper competition this year. 
 

Panto Cinderella – Saturday 14th December 3pm 
Did you know that Grafty Green Village Hall has a professional pantomime produced and 
performed by Shooting Star Entertainments on Saturday the 14th December at 3pm this year 
it is Cinderella.  
 

Tickets are £15 for an adult which entitles you to bring a child under the age of 12 for free, 
(children’s ticket to be ordered at the time of booking), additional children will be charged 
at £5. Contact myself on either 07932 112730 or jon@graftygreenalpacas.co.uk to book 
tickets. 
Shooting Star Entertainments specialise in creating unforgettable performances that inspire 
and engage audiences of all ages. With a passion for storytelling they offerr diverse range 
of shows including timeless pantomimes 
 

Kind Regards 
Jon Thompson Village Hall Committee Chairman 
jon@graftygreenalpacas.co.uk  www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk facebook – 
graftygreenvillage 

mailto:jon@graftygreenalpacas.co.uk






  



  



 

 

 
 
 

  



This simple all-in-one chocolate orange cake is a great alternative to traditional Christmas 
cake. Covered with an indulgent chocolate ganache, and so easy to make. 
 

CHRISTMAS CHOCOLATE ORANGE CAKE 
 
Ingredients 
75g of cocoa powder 
6 tablespoons of just-boiled water 
2 medium oranges, well-scrubbed, (finely grated zest of both oranges and 2 tablespoons 
of juice only) 
225g of unsalted butter, cubed and softened, plus extra for greasing 
225g of caster sugar 
4 large free-range eggs 
225g of self-raising flour 
1 teaspoon of baking powder 
 
For the candied orange zest 
½ orange, well-scrubbed 
25g of caster sugar 
 
For the chocolate icing 
300ml of double cream 
300g of dark chocolate (about 70% cocoa solids), broken into roughly 1cm pieces 
2–3 tablespoons of semi-skimmed milk 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 170C Fan. Grease and line two 20cm/8in loose-based sandwich tins 
with baking paper. Mix 50g of the cocoa powder with the just-boiled water to make a 
smooth, thick paste. Stir in 2 tablespoons orange juice. 
 
2. In a food processor or freestanding mixer, add the butter, sugar, eggs, flour, baking 
powder, remaining cocoa powder, orange zest (of 2 oranges) and the cocoa paste and pulse 
or beat until well combined, thick and creamy. Do not over-blend or the cake will be tough 
rather than light. Spoon the mixture evenly into the prepared tins and smooth the surface. 
Bake on the same shelf in the centre of the oven for about 25 minutes, or until well risen 
and just beginning to shrink back from the sides of the tin. 
 
3. Remove the tins from the oven and leave to cool for 5 minutes before turning out on to 
a wire rack. Peel off the baking paper and leave to cool completely. To make the candied 
orange zest, use a vegetable peeler to peel long, wide strips off the half orange, avoiding 
the white pith. Cut the zest into long thin matchsticks and place in a small saucepan with 
the sugar and 50ml of water. Bring to a simmer and cook for about 5 minutes, or until the 
zest is softened and the sugar syrup is well reduced and lightly coating the zest. 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/cocoa
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/orange
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/butter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/caster_sugar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/egg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/self-raising_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/baking_powder
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/orange
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/caster_sugar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/double_cream
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/dark_chocolate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/milk


 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CHOCOLATE ORANGE CAKE continued……………… 
 
4. Line a small tray or plate with baking paper and use a fork to lift the orange zest from the 
syrup and drop onto the paper, keeping the strands separated. Leave to set for at least 1 
hour before using to top the cake. 
 
5. To make the chocolate icing, gently heat the cream in a medium non-stick saucepan until 
hot but not quite simmering, stirring occasionally, then pour over the chocolate pieces. Stir 
once and leave to stand for 5 minutes. Stir the melted chocolate into the cream just enough 
to combine – don’t over-stir or the mixture could become oily. Leave to cool for 5 minutes. 
 
6. Place one of the sponges on a wire rack over a large plate or tray (to catch any excess 
icing so it can be reused). Spread a quarter of the chocolate icing thickly over the surface 
and then place the second sponge on top. Mix a tablespoon of the milk with another quarter 
of the chocolate icing (about 135g) in a small bowl until smooth. Using a palette knife, 
spread the whole cake thinly with the thinned chocolate icing, filling in the areas where the 
two cakes meet. Place in the fridge for about 40 minutes to set. (This layer will help the rest 
of the icing cover the cake more smoothly and doesn’t need to be perfectly neat.) 
 
7. Once the first layer of icing has set, stir the remaining 2 tablespoons of milk into the 
remaining chocolate icing, until smooth and shiny. Spread the icing all over the top of the 
cake and down the sides as smoothly as possible using a palette knife. Leave for 2–3 hours 
to set and then carefully transfer to a cake stand or plate and top with the candied orange 
zest.  
 
The Grafty Gourmet  

 

 
  



Grafty Green Gardening Club 

Programme for 2025 

Meetings take place in Grafty Green Village Hall usually on the first Tuesday of the 
month and begin at 7.30.  Members contribute £2 for each meeting where we 
have a speaker and guests (always welcome) £4.   
 
Outings take place from May to August this year and the cost and final details will 
be sent out prior to the event. 
 
Membership £5 - contact Doreen Hulm (Treasurer) 01622 850287 

Date Speaker/Event Topic 

14th January  AGM &Philip Oosterbrink 

(head gardener at Walmer 

Castle) 

The Jungle Garden 

4th  February Robin Smith &David Walker 

RSPB 

Birds of the Medway estuary 

4th March Jaqueline Aviolet 

  

A the nursery – 

demonstrations + plant sales 

1st  April 
Spring Show & Steve Edney The Kitchen Garden + plant 

sales 

26th April 10 – 12 am  Plant Sale Village Hall 

6th May 6pm outing to Frittenden, Brickwall Cottages, TN17 2DH  

9th – 11th 

May 

Weekend away to Suffolk, The Mill Hotel Sudbury, Middleton 

House, Melford Hall, Flatford Mill and Markshall Arboretum 

3rd June 6pm outing to Woodchurch, Boldshaves TN26 3RA 

1st July TBA 

5th August Outing to East Malling Communigrow educational wellbeing 

garden charity. 

2nd 

September 

Autumn Show & Rachel Castle 

(Swallowfields Nursery) 

Shine a light on bulbs! 

7th October Kevin Tooher The Edwardian gardens of 

Sussex 

4th 

November 

Ed  Flint (head gardener at 

Tidewll Manor Robertsbridge) 

Roses and friends 

December Leeds Castle light show 



December Hints 
 

1) Put outdoor pots, especially terracotta ones, up on little feet or blocks 
to enable drainage, so that plants don’t freeze, and pots don’t shatter. 
 

2) If outdoor plans are delicate and you don’t have a shed or greenhouse 
to put them in, clump pots together, if possible, to help reduce frost 
damage, cover with fleece or old net curtains 

 
3) First frosts will mean that sugars will be high in parsnips and sprouts 

will be tight – time to enjoy the first of the season! 
 

4) If you have bought a poinsettia to brighten your home, remember it 
prefers good light, but doesn’t like being near direct heat e.g. above a 
radiator. 

 
5) Real Christmas trees really dislike us bringing them into our warm 

homes!  Even ones that are cut off, rather than rooted, need water to 
prevent needle drop and keep them lasting through the festive season, 
so check reservoirs regularly. 

 
 

Sue’s Nature Notes 
Peacock butterfly  
 
A favourite butterfly for many people with its distinctive markings which resemble 
‘eyes’, whilst the undersides are almost black  giving good camouflage when the 
wings are folded. The caterpillars, which are black, can be seen in May on nettles, 
hops and Pellitory-of-the-Wall.   
Preferred butterfly nectar plants are betony, buddleia, bramble, fleabane, 
marjoram and ragwort.  You may also see them feeding on rotting plums, pears 
and apples. 

 
The Peacock hibernates during the winter in sheds/outbuildings and also in 
woodpiles, emerging in March; although, on warm winter days there is a 
chance to spot them. 
 





 
 



  



Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way 

Meet Me in St Louis  
 

Friday December 13th   
Performance begins 19.30, doors open 19.00 
Running time 1hr 53 mins 
 

Not many films make you start humming right away when you see the title. Meet Me in St 

Louis (U, 1944) does just that. Judy Garland is at her magnificent best in our Christmas film 

singing the unforgettable ‘Trolley Song’ and ‘The Boy Next Door’ in the story of the Smith 

family, living in 1903 St Louis. Judy, playing 17-year-old Esther, is one of its four daughters 

and is heartbroken when their father reveals that they must leave their friends and 

romances to live in New York, as he has a new job there. How can they leave? Judy’s ‘Boy 

Next Door’ has only just moved in and she loves him. And anyway, they’d miss the St Louis 

World Fair. With its music, romance and charm, this is the ideal way to greet Christmas 

with a song in your heart.  Director: Vincente Minnelli 

We open the new year on Friday, 10th January with a memorable and moving film in a far 

different setting. The Old Oak (15, 2023) takes place in a former mining community in 

County Durham, when the future of the community pub and more is threatened. The film 

is directed by the legendary director Ken Loach. It’s his final film, so you can’t miss that.  
 

Please get in touch for more information or to join our mailing list.  

Admission: Adults £5, under 16s £2; cash only, card payments not accepted.  

 

 

lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com 

 

www.lenhamfilmclub.org 

 

@lenhamfilmclub 

 



 



 
  



  





  
 

D.FLISHER ROOFING  
   

Free winter check on roofs  

Roofing repairs, ridge & 

hips checked  

      

 Moss cleaned off roofs 

Gutters & window frames 

cleaned 

 

        Chimneys re-pointed 
 

Call Dave for a quote on  

01622 850659 or 07941 324286 



  



  



 

 
  



Christian Message 
 

At the time of writing John and I had just visited one of the National Trust venues.  It was 
the plaque outside the gift shop which first took my eye. 
 
Everyone’s invited it said and promising a warm welcome to all who accepted their 
welcome. 

 
It made me think that at this time of year, in particular, we might be invited to all sorts of 
parties and events.  Very often the invite will be followed with a request to RSVP.  The 
invitation needs a response 
RSVP -  four letters when we ask people to indicate their acceptance of an invitation  -  or 
otherwise. 
It’s a way of politely asking the recipient not to put the invitation away and forget about it, 
or to delay their reply, but asking them to respond as soon as possible. 
And the coming of Christ was also an invitation to respond.  He promises us a warm 
welcome as we respond to his invitation.   
And it is an invitation that God continues to extend to us all today. 
 
I suggest that it’s no good just receiving it and then putting it away.  God has asked so 
many today and all through the years to RSVP. 
 
As we remember the events of the Birth of Christ and also throughout his life and ministry, 
we can think about that invitation to us all. 
 
First to Mary whose RSVP was to Gabriel as the angel delivered God’s invitation.  Her 
response was  

‘I am the Lord’s servant, may it be to me according to your word,’    
 

Next it was Joseph, whose response was equally swift after considering if he should break 
off his engagement to Mary.  When he woke from his sleep he did as the angel had 
instructed and took Mary as his wife. The invitation was then extended to the shepherds 
who came ‘in haste’ to Bethlehem.  And then the Wise Men, and of course, to all of us. 
God is asking me, he is asking you, just as he asked so many all those years ago to RSVP. 
 
My prayer this month is that we may not just know about the invitation to meet with 
Christ this Christmas but that we will know how to respond 
 
To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God.  
John 1: 12 

Rev Millie Hart  PTO 

 
 



Emergency and Help Contact Details 

 
Police, Fire and Ambulance Emergencies                   999 
Police, Non-Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)        101 
 
Ambulance 999 note: an aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7 
at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road.   Ambulance 999 control 

centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator. 

 
NHS Medical Helpline  111 
Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals 0845 155 1000 
William Harvey Hospital 01233 633331 

Headcorn Surgery       (out of hours listen to  01622 890294 
Lenham Surgery             recorded messages) 01622 858341 
 
Electricity (UK Power Networks) 
                               Emergencies and Power Cuts 0800 783 8866 
 Or 01243 508866 
 
Water                       Emergencies 0333 000 0002 
Southern Water Foul and Waste Water drainage/Flooding 0330 303 0368 
Calor Gas                  Emergencies  08457 444999 
KCC                           Emergencies 03000 41 41 41 
                                 Highways 03000 41 81 81  
 
KCC Community Wardens: 
 
Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere  07969 583923 
District Support – Dawn Riach-Brown  07773 397125  
Fire                          General Enquiries  01622 692121 
                               Home Safety Visits 0800 923 7000 
  
R.S.P.C.A                 Emergencies 0300 1234 999  
Vet                         24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service 01622 734555 

 
Maidstone Borough Community Protection - 01622 602202 – Bonfires, crime, dogs, 
domestic abuse, loan sharks, noise, pests and protection orders 
 
Environmental Services – 01622 602162 – Fly tipping, Street cleaning, Litter, Bins, dead 
animals 
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